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Abstract 

 

The field of sport and development has grown substantially in recent years. This field uses sport 

as a tool to address development initiatives on a global scale and has been largely aided by the strong 

alliances formed by a diverse group of supporters.  

Perhaps the most famous and internationally recognized of these alliances is the organization 

Right to Play, founded by Johann Koss. He realized the importance of these relationships early on and 

partnered with different branches in the United Nation. This alliance added an internationally recognized 

ally to the coalition of sport and development. Lindsey Glassco, the current Director of Policy and 

Strategic Initiatives for Right to Play, affirms the importance of these initial partnerships and the way 

Koss leveraged these relationships to give sport and development a place on the international agenda.  

In order to form these strong partnerships, Koss drew on the fundamental socializing mechanism 

of play/sport. Physicians and psychologists alike affirm the intrinsic importance of play in the 

development of children. Play is a phenomenon that crosses cultural, political, and socioeconomic lines 

making it an incredibly valuable tool to spur development on an international scale. Its universal appeal is 

also crucial in forming strong partnerships with diverse groups, an asset that has been vital in the field of 

sport and development.  

To evaluate the nature and successes of these essential partnerships, I have looked at the 

evolution of sport and development through the social science theory of Transnational Advocacy 

Networks (TANs).  Analyzing sport and development through a TAN lens brings to light the many ways 

sport and development has drawn upon their strong network of supporters to elevate the field to a position 

of international recognition. Sport and development now has its own office within the United Nations and 

is used in the policy reports of different governments.  Furthermore, international corporations such as 

Nike and FIFA have launched global campaigns on behalf of sport and development. In the following 

pages I look at the alliances within the field of sport and development to prove that this field found a 

place on the international agenda due to a strong global network of supporters. 
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Chapter One: Introduction 

 

Introduction 

The sun rises on a large littered field outside the Internally Displaced Persons Camp (IDP) in 

Lukodi, Uganda. Most of the residents in the IDP Camp have experienced the twenty-year civil 

war first hand. Those who haven’t, have immediate family members who know the fighting well. 

Next door rests the Child Voice center, home to roughly 30 women who were previously child 

combatants. Most were forced sex slaves, “wives of commanders” they are often termed, and all 

escaped the rebel army either pregnant or with young children. When the rebel army ransacked 

their way through the village of Lukodi, they left a wake of burned huts, broken families, and a 

bullet-holed primary school.  

 

In order to build the Child Voice Center, the founders promised to build a new school to replace 

the bullet-laden one. The new Lukodi Primary School contains classrooms teaming with 

children; some have traveled miles to receive an education. The field outside was intended to 

provide a recreation spot for the children. Instead the older boys kicked around scraps of plastic 

bags tied together in a makeshift ball, literally throwing the younger boys out of the way if they 

tried to join the game. The girls sat, backs upright, as they jealously watched the boys play. My 

project was to build netball courts for ChildVoice and the primary school, using sport as an 

outlet to children directly affected by the ravages of war.  
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The day before I left the landscape the scene before my eyes was completely transformed. The 

girls’ eyes filled with competition as they fiercely and eagerly engaged in their first netball 

games, pent up energy now released into a sport and court they could call their own. The extra 

space permitted boys of all ages to play on the newly constructed volleyball court a few feet 

away. Laughter erupting through the previously empty field, athletic ability so quickly realized 

by the girls in the group, and the sheer beauty that sprung from organized recreation and 

participation by all parties seemed to give the village a sense of normalcy. This transformation 

had little to do with me at all; it was instead the pervasive power and uniting force of sport and 

play that flourished as soon as the first seed was planted.   

 

Psychiatrists, Pediatricians, and Physicians for Human rights enthusiasts have long recognized 

the importance of sport/play. Kay Redfield Jamison, a Contemporary American professor of 

psychiatry, asserts, ―Children need the freedom and time to play. Play is not a luxury. Play is a 

necessity
1
.‖  Physicians continue to echo this claim

2
.  

 

Kenneth R. Ginsburg, MD, MSEd and the Committee on Communications and the Committee on 

Psychosocial Aspects of Child and Family Health, is one of these play-inspired physicians. He 

                                                      
1
 Childs Play Magazine, where this quote is drawn from, is a digital magazine solely for outlining the importance of 

play in children.  It publishes quotes, statistics and articles all concerning play and its importance for children and 

society as a whole. 
2
 More articles citing the importance of play are numerous; some of them include Alvarez, Anne, and Asha Phillips. 

"The Importance of Play: A Child Psychotherapist's View." Child and Adolescent Mental Health 3.3 (1998): 99-103. 

Print.; Paley, Vivian Gussin. A Child's Work: the Importance of Fantasy Play. Chicago: University of Chicago, 

2004. Print.; Parham, L. Diane., and Linda S. Fazio. Play in Occupational Therapy for Children. St. Louis, MO: 

Mosby Elsevier, 2008. Print.; Slade, Peter. Child Play: Its Importance for Human Development. London: J. 

Kingsley, 1995. Print.; Frost, Joe L., Sue Clark Wortham, and Robert Stuart. Reifel. Play and Child Development. 

Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson/Merrill Prentice Hall, 2008. Print. All of these sources point to the undeniable 

importance of play in the development and progression of a child 
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stresses its value in his article The Importance of Play in Promoting Child Development and 

Maintaining Strong Parent-Child Bonds. ―Play is so important to optimal child development that 

it has been recognized by the United Nations High Commission for Human Rights as a right of 

every child.
3
 This birthright is challenged by forces including child labor and exploitation 

practices, war and neighborhood violence, and the limited resources available to children living 

in poverty‖ (Ginsburg, 183). The children in Lukodi, Uganda know these challenges well.  

 

Ginsberg goes on to discuss the benefits of child-driven play. When children have the safe space 

and encouragement to engage in this type of play, ―Children practice decision-making skills, 

move at their own pace, discover their own areas of interest, and ultimately engage fully in the 

passions they wish to pursue‖ (Ginsberg).  

 

The question is no longer if play is essential in the development of a child; instead the question is 

how to leverage that right in service to the human condition. Johann Koss, one of the initial and 

most well regarded champions of sport and development, had the task of converting the ideal of 

play as a human right into a reality for children around the globe. This required him to attend to 2 

questions: 

 How to provide universal access to play? 

 How sport can be utilized as a tool in diverse cultures and economies? 

 

                                                      
3
 Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

General Assem- bly Resolution 44/25 of 20 November 1989. Available at: www. 

unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/k2crc.htm 
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To address these two questions Koss began to spearhead initiatives that used sport and play as 

tools for larger community development. While the literature tends to focus on the individual, 

Koss broadens this logic to include communities,  using sport/play to bridge cultural, political, 

socioeconomic, and religious divides. Koss prompted the rise of sport and development by 

founding an organization initially called Olympic Aid (currently known as Right to Play). From 

the very beginning, he partnered with large international organizations to implement sport and 

development both in the United Nations and within governmental agendas around the world. He 

formed lasting and crucial relationships based on the deep-rooted notion of sport and play as a 

universal socializing force. 

 

There is something inherent in the field of sport and development that begets strong and 

successful partnerships across different sectors of society. This innate ingredient is the ability of 

sport and play to cut across cultural barriers. Sport and play are universally common experiences. 

Glassco points out the way sports and large scale sporting events can, ―transcend the cultural 

barriers, they transcend the socio-economic barriers, all the political boundaries‖ (Glassco). 

 

There are numerous of examples of the universal appeal of sport, but one of the most poignant is 

role of rugby in post-apartheid South Africa. As soon as Nelson Mandela assumed leadership in 

the post-apartheid time period, talk of overturning his rule commenced. This discussion was 

further inflamed by the common belief that rugby was a segregated (white) sport. Black South 

Africans perceived the Springboks, the national rugby team as the symbol of oppression and 

apartheid.  The white, predominantly Afrikaner population viewed rugby and the Springboks as 

an indispensible part of their heritage and culture.  With violence and war on the horizon, 
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Mandela brilliantly engaged the entire nation in support of the South Africa Rugby Team. The 

team went on to win the 1995 Rugby World Cup, which was held in South Africa. In interviews 

with Mandela about his ability to keep peace during those initial years, he affirms rugby’s role as 

a visible and unifying force in the process
4
 (Carlin). 

 

In the South African example, sport was able to bridge racial divides. Koss recognized the deep 

emotional resonance sport has among all people. Lindsey Glassco, the current Director of Policy 

and Strategic Initiatives for Right to Play, asserts the importance of building on that resonance to 

engender political alliances within the United Nations. She affirms that Koss maximized and 

leveraged his relationships with members within the United Nations to place sport and 

development on the political agenda.  

 

Currently, sport and development is an internationally recognized concept. It has an office within 

the United Nations and is written into the policy prescriptions of governments around the globe. 

The relationships formed by sport and development advocates around the world are the key 

element in the success garnered by the field in such a small amount of time. All of the other 

success, from mobilizing resources to finding political space in the global discussion, hinges on 

the partnerships within the field.  

 

 

                                                      
4
 The importance of Rugby is well documented in John Nauright’s book, Sport, cultures, and identities in South 

Africa 

 Carlin, John. "How Nelson Mandela Won the Greatest Game with Rugby." The Sunday Times 6 July 2008. 
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The United Nations, recognizing the potential of sport to aid in development across borders, 

deemed 2005 The International Year for Sport and Physical Education. It also added legitimacy 

to the field through the creation of the United Nations Office on Sport for Development and 

Peace (UNOSDP). 

 

 Kofi Anan, the previous secretary general of the United Nations, lent a powerful endorsement to 

the movement by offering: ―Sport can play a role in improving the lives of individuals, not only 

individuals…but whole communities. I am convinced that the time is right to build on that 

understanding, to encourage governments, development agencies and communities to think how 

sport can be included more systemically in the plans to help children, particularly those living in 

the midst of poverty, disease and conflict
5
‖ (Sport, Recreation, and Play). 

 

Research Question 

I will investigate the field of sport and development from the lens of the Transnational Advocacy 

Network (TAN) theories. More explicitly, I look at the role of the organization Olympic 

Aid/Right to Play (RTP) in influencing the understanding and participation of sport and 

development. How does sport and development fit into the Transnational Advocacy Network 

framework? Furthermore, how were RTP and its founder Johann Olav Koss able to leverage 

international agencies so quickly in service to the field of sport and development? Finally, I will 

look at sport and development in relation to four indicators of success put forth by Patrick Heller, 

a Sociologist at Brown University. 

 

                                                      
5
 This quote has been repeated by sports enthusiasts for years including the UNICEF book on Sport, Recreation and 

Play. New York: United Nations Children's Fund, 2004. 
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To address these questions, I will structure the thesis into four main parts. First, I will give a 

historical background of sport and development from the inception of Olympic Aid/Right to Play 

to the present. In the next chapter I will evaluate sport and development theoretically though a 

Transnational Advocacy Network lens. I will look critically at the role of Right to Play in 

fostering these networks and placing sport and development on the international agenda as the 

sport and development field gained momentum. I will examine the role of Right to Play in 

relation to their long-standing relationship with the United Nations. In the final empirical chapter 

I will examine the relevance of sport and development to the indicators that determine the 

successfulness of a Transnational Advocacy Network, as outlined by Heller. I will use Lindsey 

Glassco’s interview as a way to frame the sport and development network within the success 

measurements. To bolster her comments, I will include some testimony by Matthew Doyle, a 

Brown University Masters candidate who is helping to spearhead the student initiative of Right 

to Play on Brown’s campus. 

 

 

Literature Review 

 

Transnational Advocacy Networks 

 
Margaret E. Keck and Kathryn Sikkin evaluate the importance of globalized networks in their 

book Activists beyond Borders: Advocacy Networks in International Politics. These scholars 

coined the concept Transnational Advocacy Networks (TANS) to address the increasing 

interaction between state and non-state actors. The interactions are structured into networks that 

are increasingly more visible on a global scale. Transnational Advocacy Networks are ―networks 
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of activists, distinguishable largely by the centrality of principled ideas or values in motivating 

their formation‖ (Keck; 1999). The focus on values is applicable to sport and development, as 

the focus of this network is on sport as a tool to promote different developmental goals 

internationally.  

 

Transnational Advocacy Networks ―include those actors working internationally on an issue, 

who are bound together by shared values, a common discourse, and dense exchanges of 

discourse, and dense exchanges of information and services‖ and are most prevalent when the 

issue is characterized by high value content and international uncertainty (Keck, 1999). Koss and 

fellow athletes built a truly transnational network beginning with 5 highly visible international 

concerns
6
. By using these 5 examples he was able to initiate a dialogue about the broader utility 

of sport, he was able to appeal to athletes, fans and international organizations.  

 

It was initially unclear how sport could be utilized across borders. Again, discourse bridged the 

divide as Olympic Aid united countries in round table forums coinciding with the 1992 

Olympics. This fostered a network of global participation and garnered information about the 

possible modes of implementation as well as the various challenges sport could address 

internationally.  

 

 Heller has extrapolated on the framework for TANS success offered by Keck and Sikkink. 

According to his analysis of their writing, there are four conditions for success within 

Transnational Advocacy Networks. First, the TAN must evaluate an area of high value content 

and informational uncertainty. Within the framework of Right to Play, sport is utilized as a tool 

                                                      
6
 These five concerns are further outlined in the historical chapter 
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to address high content areas such as healthcare, education, conflict resolution and peace 

building. On the other hand, a widely held conception among the general population of the 

multitude of issues that could be addressed through sport was lacking, especially in the early 

years of Olympic Aid.  

 

The second element is a causal story that links the deleterious effects to a specific origin. This is 

not as pertinent for sport and development. Instead, sport is touted as a tool to address larger 

issues. It remains to be seen if a causal story exists in the field of sport and development.  

 

Opportunities are the third key element in a successful TANs. A TAN must have space in the 

political structure as well as reliable allies for their cause. Through direct connection to the 

Olympics, Olympic Aid had a platform every two years to further their agenda and gain 

international support. They use the publicity created each Olympics to host forums open to 

countries all over the world and attract donor support. Koss’s international fame and recognition 

allowed him to initially direct a great deal of attention onto Olympic Aid.  

 

It is also important to note the political clout athletes can acquire due to their fame as athletes. In 

every country successful athletes become politicians, serve as spokesmen/women and present a 

national ideal
7
. The most famous/talented athletes are often idolized into heroic figures. The 

athlete’s ability to find space in this field has also been instrumental in the success of sport and 

development.  

 

                                                      
7
 A telling example is of this is the baseball’s influence on politics in the Dominican republic as demonstrated in 

Klein’s article Culture, Politics, and Baseball in the Dominican Republic 
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The final element to a successful Transnational Advocacy Network is a strong linkage to 

domestic movements. Glassco points to this aspect when she discusses Right to Play’s focus on 

decentralization. She confirms, ―The entire model is around community capacity development 

because everything has been localized‖ (Glassco). 

 

In analyzing sport and development through a Transnational Advocacy Network lens, it is 

important to recognize the widespread prominence of the TAN theory. TAN literature is a 

particularly influential addition to the preexisting social movement literature because it considers 

the large networks of support that surround many contemporary causes. There are a myriad of 

causes that draw upon an international network of organizations, movements, activists, 

foundations, and media. These can now be studied and evaluated through a conceptual 

framework. Viewed through this lens, we can examine the influential alliances at work within the 

field of sport and development and further understand how the unique actors come together to 

promote this cohesive network. 

  

On the other hand, it is important to recognize the shortcomings of the initial TAN literature and 

work to address these aspects in the evaluation of sport and development.  One element that 

scholars argue is not carefully addressed in the Transnational Advocacy Network literature is the 

importance of framing. The idea of framing, as a verb, ―denotes an active, processual 

phenomenon that implies agency and contention at the level of reality construction‖ (Benford, 

614).  This entails condensing the outside world, and more specifically a certain network or 

movement, in a way that is intended to mobilize potential supporters and constituents, to garner 

outside support, and demobilize opponents of the cause (Snow, 1988). Therefore I will analyze 
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not only sport and development through a Transnational Advocacy Network lens, but also 

identify the specific way the arguments within sport and development are framed to appeal to 

different types of audiences. For example, Right to Play appealed to the Olympic ambassadors 

on a platform explicitly predicated on the utilization of sport. Yet when appealing to the United 

Nations for support, Olympic Aid stressed the multitude of human rights issues and aid issues 

that could be addressed through sports as a tool.  

 

In sum, Transnational Advocacy Network theory has been a guiding principle to a continually 

growing community of scholars. Scholars addressing a wide rang of issues have drawn upon 

Transnational Advocacy Theory Framework. Some examples of these frameworks appear in 

literature about human rights (Ball, 2000; Hawkins, 2002; Schmitz 1999), labor rights (Kidder 

2000; Stillerman 2003; Williams 1999), women’s issues (Hrycak 1999; Rupp 1999; Thayer 

2001; Thompson 2000), and environmental concerns (Khangram, 1998; Fox, 2000; 

Rohrschneider 2002). However, the field of sport and development is currently analyzed and 

considered outside this particular school of thought. I aim to address this shortcoming by 

analyzing sport and development, through the framework of Transnational Advocacy Network 

theory. I go a step further and look at the role Right to Play has, as one of the largest initial 

contributors to the sport and development movement, in expanding and popularizing the network 

of sport and development.  

 

From this point of view, athlete ambassadors of Olympic Aid and advocates promoting the 

importance of sport as a tool for development are the activists in the network of sport and 

development. The NGOs that use sport as a tool for development on the ground, international 
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institutions such as the UN and UNICEF that promote the use of sport to address larger 

humanitarian goals, and larger corporations such as Nike that contribute publicity and funding to 

the sport and development cause, all constitute the larger Transnational Advocacy Network of 

sport and development. Hoops 4 Hopes, a well known sport and development organization in 

Africa, reaches 10,000 children each year with their basketball teams and outreach programs, 

proving that large numbers of individuals can be incorporated into sport and development 

through large international and grassroots strategies
8
.  

 

In the literature about Transnational Advocacy Networks, scholars draw on social movement 

literature that outlines the necessary elements for the rise of a successful movement. In order to 

get a better understanding of the elements behind the network of sport and development it is 

necessary to include some aspects of social movement theory.  Therefore, I will briefly review 

two social movement theories, Resource Mobilization Theory and Political Process Theory, to 

evaluate sport and development through these lenses as well.  

 

Resource Mobilization Theory 

Originally named and advanced by John D McCarthy and Mayer N. Zald, Resource Mobilization 

Theory emphasizes resources as the key to a social movement’s success. Instead of the rise and 

fall volatility that previous theorists examined, Resource Mobilization Theorists look at the 

organizational components of activity. McCarthy and Zald emphasize the ―social movement 

organization‖ which they defined as ―a complex or formal organization which identifies its goals 

with the preferences of a social movement and attempts to implement these goals‖ (McCarthy & 

Zald: 1977). This theory shifted the emphasis of social movements from the specific concept of 

                                                      
8
 Statistics from the Hoops 4 Hope website 
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discontent or volatile political outcomes. Instead it focuses on resources, which opens the door to 

explore different resources as examined in the works of Wilson (1961) Gramson (1975) and 

McCarthy and Zald (1973, 1977).  

 

Social scientists such as Snyder, Tilly, Crawford, and Naditch all presented studies disproving a 

causal relationship between generalized contentious beliefs and the ability of social movements 

to create space on the national or international agenda (Tilly, 2007). They postulated that the 

successful mobilization of resources is the aspect responsible for the rise of successful 

movements. Resource Mobilization Theory was a key contribution in the study of social 

movements. In contrast to the previous literature that looked at social movements as erratic and 

contentious entities, this theory revolutionized social movements through the lens of rational 

actors. Individuals weigh the costs of proceeding with a movement based on the likelihood that it 

will succeed. These theorists were able to present a new set of causal mechanisms for success. 

Strong grievances are not a sufficient condition for a successful social movement; instead one 

must examine the structural and organizational resources behind the movement. 

 

In the case of sport and development, resources were crucial in the legitimizing sport and 

development as a concept within the UN structure. Starting in the 1990s, renowned speed skater 

Johann Olav Koss used his prize money to invest in the Olympic Aid. He also used his 

popularity to encourage other Olympic athletes to do the same. The monetary contributions and 

fundraising successes were crucial in partnering with the United Nations and fostering a 

partnership with UNICEF and UNESCO. Olympic Aid’s ability to mobilize donor support was a 

contributing factor to their position on the international agenda.  
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Resource Mobilization Theory was a key contribution in the study of social movements. In 

contrast to the previous literature that looked at social movements as erratic and contentious 

entities, this theory revolutionized social movements through the lens of rational actors. 

Individuals weigh the costs of proceeding with a movement based on the likelihood that it will 

succeed. These theorists were able to present a new set of causal mechanisms for success. Strong 

grievances are not a sufficient condition for a successful social movement; instead one must 

examine the structural and organizational resources behind the movement. This rings especially 

true in the case of sport and development; Koss and Olympic Aid worked as rational actors to 

raise awareness of sport and development. Furthermore, they partnered with international 

organizations and domestic leaders to find space for sport and development on the agenda. 

 

Despite the contributions of the Resource Mobilization framework, it is important to recognize 

its shortcomings. Though agreeing with many concepts of this theory, McAdam, Tarrow, and 

Tilly identify key challenges with a narrow focus on external resources. In Dynamics of 

Contention, McAdams, Tarrow and Tilly point out the fact that Resource Mobilization Theory, 

―downplays the contingency, emotionality, plasticity, and interactive character of movement 

politics‖ (McAdam, 15). Instead, these scholars argue, resources must also be evaluated in terms 

of a political process. Resources are unimportant unless the correct political process and 

opportunity is available to the movement.  

 

Other critics of Resource Mobilization, including Francesca Polletta and James M. Jasper, 

similarly challenge that the Resource Mobilization Approach is too focused on material 
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resources. Additionally, these two scholars name another important missing mechanism, identity. 

Polletta and Jasper claim that a social movement cannot succeed without strong identity and a 

claim to substantiate the movement
9
.  It would be too narrow to suggest that sport and 

development rose to its current place of recognition on the international scale solely due to its 

monetary backing or ability to mobilize new actors and resources. Sporting equipment and good 

coaching leaders have been available for generations, yet it was not until recently that the 

concept of sport and development garnered such international acclaim and institutionalization 

within the United Nations. I will address the varied mechanisms behind the rise of sport and 

development as a field.  

 

 To draw again on the South African rugby example, the 1995 Rugby World Cup of also had 

substantial economic implications. Mandela was trying to convince potential investors to come 

to post-apartheid South Africa despite the struggling race relations. Companies were hesitant to 

invest in a country that might dissolve into civil war. The unity demonstrated during the World 

Cup was an impetus for outside companies to consider South Africa a reasonable investment
10

. 

 

In sum, while resources are undoubtedly a crucial element in the rise of a successful movement, 

their presence alone is too narrow in understanding the network of sport and development in the 

initial years of Olympic Aid. Instead, it is important to conceptualize sport and development by 

looking at its ability to mobilize resources within a favorable political climate. By assessing the 

                                                      
9  Polletta and Jasper delve further into the importance of identity and its place within resource mobilization and 

political process theory in their article, ―Collective Identity and Social Movements‖ 

Polletta, Francesca, and James M. Jasper. "Collective Identity and Social Movements." Annual Review of Sociology 

27.1 (2001): 283-305. 
10

 For more information about the economic implications see Steenveld and Strelitz’s article The 1995 Rugby World 

Cup and the Politics of Nation-building in South Africa or Chandler and Nauright’s book Making the Rugby World: 

Race, Gender, Commerce. 
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political nature of the specific timeframe, it is possible to analyze the mobilizations of the 

resources in a more historical context. Adding additional elements, such as space in the political 

structure or collective identity, aids in giving a broader understanding of the elements important 

for a successful movement. Therefore, next I will look at Political Process Theory as a concept 

that incorporates. Therefore, we turn to the political process theory literature to look a little more 

critically at other factors that influenced the progress of sport and development. 

 

Political Process Theory 

 
Political Process Theorists aim to address the weakness of Resource Mobilization Theory, 

namely its narrow scope of looking primarily solely at resources. This theory examines other 

elements that can explain the ability of successful movements to influence the political agenda. 

An example of this is the Roundtable forum, Healthier, Safer, Stronger: Using sport and 

development to build a brighter future for children worldwide. This gathering included directors 

and commissioners of UNICEF, World Health Organization, and UNHCR. By assembling a 

large body of influential policy makers to speak about sport and development, the field was able 

to place itself onto the international agenda in a very palpable way.  

 

Prominent scholars such as Tilly, McCArthy, Tarrow and Eisinger were all contributors to 

finding other causal mechanisms for the success of social movements. According to Political 

Process Theorists, the three vital components to the rise of a successful movement are insurgent 

consciousness, organizational strength, and political opportunities.  
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In understanding this rationale it is necessary to define these key characteristics. Insurgent 

consciousness refers to a collective sense of injustice that develops in a group mobilized toward 

a specific grievance. Organizational strength, on the other hand, refers to the organizational 

resources presented in the Resource Mobilization Theory (Tilly 2007).  

 

It is valuable to observe the way political opportunities opened a space for sport and 

development on the international agenda during the rise of Olympic Aid. Sport and development 

found a foothold in influential organizations such as UNICEF and eventually established a 

specific office exclusively focused on sport and development and peace in the United Nations. 

The initial connection to the Olympic Games gave Olympic Aid a rallying platform every two 

years. The international publicity surrounding the Olympics was useful in opening a place for 

sport and development on the international agenda.  

 

There are critics that identify weaknesses in the Political Process theeory. Polletta mentions the 

fact that Political Process Theorists fail to offer a strong definition of what constitutes political 

opportunity or how to recognize or measure it. In fact, there is great disagreement in the field 

about how to define political opportunity
11

 

 

 

In this section, I will engage with all three perspectives to analyze the intricate partnerships that 

bolster the field of sport and development. Exploring the  mechanisms of insurgent 

consciousness, organizational strength and political opportunities will allow me to demonstrate 

                                                      
11

 Polletta draws out the weaknesses of political theory in more depth in her article, Snarls, Quacks, and Quarrels: 

Culture and Structure in Political Process Theory 
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the crucial relationships that Glassco maintains are necessary for the field of sport and 

development. She claims, ―We [Right to Play/Olympic Aid] are not in it alone anymore.‖  The 

widespread alliance of sport and development has allowed this field to gain international 

recognition very quickly, due to the socializing aspect of sport and play that allows it to penetrate 

racial, political, and religious divides. Therefore, looking deeply into these decisive relationships 

and understanding their root in a deeper common experience will serve in better understanding 

the success of sport and development. Furthermore it will aid in ascertaining the necessary 

elements for continued success in the field.   

 

Why Sport and Development? 

Sport and development is a field that has gained international recognition through its partnership 

with the United Nations and the emergence of organizations all over the world using sport as a 

tool for development. It has also successfully mobilized millions of dollars and thousands of 

people---workers on the ground, advocates, and policy makers---into action. In 2002 Olympic 

Aid hosted a Roundtable Forum called Healthier, Safer, Stronger: Using sport and development 

to build a brighter future for children worldwide. The keynote speaker was Kofi Annan, the 

United Nations Secretary General at the time. Other influential participants included: Carol 

Bellamy (Executive Director, UNICEF), Dr. Gro Brundtland (Director General, World Health 

Organization), and Ruud Lubbers (High Commissioner, UNHCR). The ability to gather this 

magnitude of influential figures demonstrates the strength of sport and development on the 

global agenda.  

 

In spite of its international pull, few scholars have applied social movement and TAN theories to 
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this field. By analyzing sport and development from a TAN and social movement framework, it 

is possible to more succinctly understand the trends that contributed to the evolution of sport and 

development since the inception of Olympic Aid. Furthermore, examining sport and 

development within this framework encourages a focus on the role of sport and development in 

the current globalized world order. Evaluating sport and development from the lens of 

international networking, one can better understand the role it holds in the current agenda setting 

and the potential for future influence on a global scale.   

 

Limitations 

 
Though working to evaluate sport and development within a transnational advocacy network lens 

is a unique contribution to the field, there are many limitations that must be considered in terms 

of research and scope. The network of sport and development is a young field. Therefore it lacks 

a wide base of literature documenting its history and the role of different actors over time. There 

is no shortage on anecdotal accounts of its successes and failures. However, when looking for 

evaluative techniques and studies, this young field needs further longitudinal and fact based 

scholarship. As such, the history of sport and development covered here looks most explicitly at 

the influential participants in sport and development, Olympic Aid/Right to Play and the United 

Nations.  

 

In addition to analyzing articles and press releases about the organizations, the majority of the 

literature and history reviewed here is taken from publications released by organizations 

themselves. This also introduces a specific bias in favor of the organizations. The interview with 

Lindsey Glassco, Global Director of Policy and Strategic Initiative, was conducted with the 
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direct aim to assuage this bias. However, it still must be accounted for when reading the history 

and facts recounted in the arguments here.  

 

Overall, I am not trying to argue that sport and development is a movement, nor that this 

timeframe was the only or even most influential one. I am instead analyzing its evolution from 

Olympic Aid’s inception in 1992. I am also not suggesting that TAN ideology is the only 

framework that fits sport and development. Rather, I suggest that looking at the field through this 

lens offers new insights to the field of sport and development and can garner academic 

legitimacy thorough providing an academic framework.  

 

Methodology  

 
First Source Material 

My main data source was first source materials (printed material and interviews) collected 

through conversations and a semi-structured interview. Because my thesis focuses on the role of 

Right to Play in influencing the transnational advocacy network of sport and development, I 

wanted to speak with influential members of Right to Play to understand the framing and 

structuring of Right to Play from a policy perspective. Much of the literature about Right to Play 

is produced by the organization and focuses on results and policies. Therefore, the interviews 

with a Right to Play executive offered me an inside look into the interior structure and network 

focus of Right to Play. Analyzing the conscious networking and framing perspectives of the 

leaders allowed me to critically analyze to role of Right to Play in shaping the global coalition 

around sport and development.  
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I therefore conducted an interview with Lindsey Glassco, Global Director of Policy and Strategic 

Initiatives for Right to Play. Glassco’s key responsibility is maintaining relationships with UN 

agencies and governments worldwide. This requires her to work daily with the partners that 

sustain the field of sport and development. This inside look at the networking across different 

spheres provided an insightful perspective when analyzing the alliances behind sport and 

development. Before working with Right to Play, Glassco was a consultant to the United Nations 

organizations UNV, UNDP, an FAO, providing her with further insights into the world of 

international networking and agenda setting. This was also valuable background for providing 

her thoughts about the importance of collaboration with the different international organizations.  

 

I also use information provided by numerous conversations with my concentration advisor, Eli 

Wolff.. Wolff plays a crucial role in the field of sport and development having served on 

multiple committees in the United Nations concerning sport. He was previously the director of 

research at the Northeastern Program for Sport and Society and currently is a visiting fellow at 

the Watson Institute of Brown University. He has a comprehensive perspective of sport and 

development from the lenses of a practitioner, a policy administrator, an on-the-ground sport and 

development facilitator, and a Para Olympic athlete. These varied experiences provide 

significant insight on the field of sport and development. The other interview and first hand 

information would not have been possible without his extensive network of contacts in the field 

of sport and development.  

 

Finally, I conducted semi-structured interview and multiple conversations with Matt Doyle, the 

founder of the Brown University chapter of Right to Play. Doyle also spent the previous summer 
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interning at the New York headquarters of Right to Play. His perspective as an intern and local 

chapter founder prove crucial in understanding the framing of sport and development to different 

audiences. Also, his ability to pull other actors and groups into the sport and development arena 

prove important in analyzing the role of Right to Play on a specifically grassroots level.  

 

Secondary Literature 

The data compiled to assess sport and development comes mostly from literature and 

publications from sport and development organizations and their own historical write-ups. 

Because the field of sport and development is still young, there is little literature outside these 

resources that track the historical evolution of the field. I will analyze the annual reports, policy 

reports, and results reports to understand the framing and evolution of Right to Play and the 

policy implications this evolution entails.  The next chapter will provide some background on the 

field of sport and development. 
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Chapter Two: Background History 

 

One of the first instances of sport’s inclusion in the United Nations was during the 1978 General 

Conference of the UNESCO (United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization). 

At this conference the International Charter of Physical Education and Sport was adopted. In 

the fourteen years between the 1978 Conference and the beginning of Right to Play, the concept 

of sport for development was discussed, but it was rarely given significant position in 

international discussions
12

.  Right to Play was a crucial organization in sparking international 

recognition for the field of sport and development.  

 

Right to Play grew out of the organization originally named Olympic Aid. Olympic Aid was 

created in 1992 in anticipation of the Olympic Games of 1994 held in Norway. Many different 

organizations chose to partner with Olympic Aid, including Save the Children, Norwegian 

Refugee Council, Norwegian People’s Council, and The Norwegian Church Fund. Together they 

raised awareness and funds for initiatives surrounding these Olympic Games.  

 

To help in the fundraising efforts, Olympic Aid selected Olympic athletes to be ambassadors for 

the Right to Play program and help in the fundraising efforts. The Lead Ambassador and founder 

was Johann Olav Koss, a four time gold medalist speed skater from Norway. Koss donated a 

                                                      
12

 Two examples of discussion around the importance of sport include The Disability Discrimination Act of 1992 in 

Austria and the Americans With Disabilities legislation in 1990. The first one included a subsection addressing the 

importance of sport. The latter guarantees access and reasonable accommodation to sport for the disabled. Both 

therefore recognize the importance of sport for all populations and therefore focus on access to those usually 

excluded in sport, the disabled.  
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large portion of his medal winnings to Olympic Aid and encouraged his fellow athletes to do the 

same.  He rallied other athletes to pledge specific monetary amounts for each gold medal they 

received. Simultaneously, he used his fame and international recognition to persuade the public 

to become financially involved. As a result of the hard work of the fundraising ambassadors, 

Olympic Aid raised enough money to launch five initial projects: a support program for children 

living with disabilities in Lebanon, a mother/child program in Guatemala, construction of a 

hospital in Sarajevo, construction of schools in Eritrea, and refugee support in Afghanistan. 

 

In the years between 1992 and the 1996 games in Atlanta, Olympic Aid continued their 

fundraising efforts. In 1996, Olympic Aid partnered with UNICEF and raised $18 million. 

UNICEF and Olympic Aid used these funds to vaccinate over 800,000 women and 

approximately 12.2 million children.  Astonishingly, these vaccinating efforts are directly linked 

to the Afghanistan and Kurdish-Iraq truces. Afghanistan’s truce lasted the 16-day duration of the 

Olympic games and the truce in the Kurdish region lasted the 48 hours necessary to vaccinate the 

women and children in the territory. This was a significant moment for what would later become 

Right to Play. Their involvement with UNICEF and the vaccination efforts were substantial 

enough to halt fighting in highly volatile areas. Right to Play would use this demonstration of 

influence to serve as a jumping point toward international recognition.  

 

In the 2000 Sydney Olympic Games, Olympic Aid began fundraising to support their partners, 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UHCR), once again tying them to the United 

Nations. The same year, Olympic Aid transitioned to a nongovernmental organization from their 

previous role as a fundraising organization.  The following year they partnered with UNHCR for 
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their first sport and play initiative with refugees in Côte d’Ivoire. Simultaneously, Olympic Aid 

worked diligently to put sport on the agenda of the United Nations and humanitarian leaders. 

During this initial timeframe Olympic Aid partnered with the UN and used those resources to 

reach out to refugees through sport, broadening their rapidly growing network.   

 

Olympic Aid began to see the fruits of their labor during the 2002 Olympic games in Salt Lake 

City.  There, they hosted the Roundtable Forum called ―Healthier, Safer, Stronger: Using Sport 

for Development to build a brighter future for children worldwide.‖ International leaders in sport 

and development and healthcare discussed the inclusion of sport in HIV/AIDS prevention, 

vaccination, rehabilitation of refugees and tobacco-free sport. The keynote speaker was Kofi 

Annan, the United Nations Secretary General at the time. His direct involvement garnered a great 

deal of legitimacy for the cause, as did the participation of other prestigious global leaders
13

. The 

widespread participation and interest in sport and development by such a famed audience marked 

a turning point for Right to Play and the field in general.  

 

Olympic Aid adopted the name Right to Play in 2003 in order to compensate for the steadily 

increasing demand for fundraising and program implementation. This change allowed them to 

broaden their base beyond Olympic athletes to include other elite athletes and sport figures as 

Athlete Ambassadors. Similarly, this permitted Right to Play to foster relationships with non-

Olympic sports, giving them the opportunity to widen their private sector funders and mobilize 

grassroots involvement. Silken Laumann, Speed Skating Olympic Athlete and Chair of Right to 

                                                      
13

 Included in these leaders were Ms. Carol Bellamy (Executive Director, UNICEF), Dr. Gro Brundtland (Director 

General, World Health Organization), Mr. Ruud Lubbers (High Commissioner, UNHCR), Mr. Adolf Ogi (Special 

Adviser to the United Nations Secretary‐General on Sport for Development and Peace), Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 

and Dr. Jacques Rogge (President, International Olympic Committee). 
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Play’s International Board of Directors at the time, asserted that the name change reflected, ―the 

growing recognition of sport as a powerful tool for development‖ (2003 RTP Annual Report). 

 

Right to Play programs were being implemented in nineteen different countries by 2003
14

. This 

global outreach included forty different programs and approximately ninety volunteers. The 2003 

Annual Report claimed that Right to Play’s partners included, ―governments of all levels, 

international agencies, athletes, world leaders, research institutions, private individuals and 

companies, and most importantly, leaders and organizations within the communities where we 

[Right to Play] work‖ (8). Specifically, this report lists UNHCR, UNICEF, WHO, ILO, and the 

International Red Cross as partners. These household names, now partnering with Right to Play, 

were a tangible indication of the influential alliances the group was forming. Glassco confirmed 

that Right to Play was not in it alone any longer. Forming bonds with organizations meant that 

Right to Play didn’t have to spread the message unaccompanied; they had large international 

partners to aid them in this work.  

 

In 2003, Right to Play united with their healthcare partners to fight the measles epidemic in 

Zambia, once again highlighting their widespread appeal.An estimated 18,000 children were 

vaccinated, along with a festival that engaged children and taught them about healthcare realities. 

In this endeavor, RTP partnered with influential governmental groups such as the Ministry of 

Health, and the Ministry of Education
15

. At this point, RTP was heavily involved with influential 

international organizations as well as governmental ministries, putting them in a prime position 

                                                      
14

 Afghanistan, Angola, Azerbaijan, Benin, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, Isreal, Kenya, Mali, Mozambique, Pakistan, 

Palestinian Territories, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Tanzania, Thailand, Uganda, and Zambia 
15

 The also partnered with the Central Board of Health Ministry of Youth, Sport and Child Development, Zambia 

Integrated Health Program, National Food and Nutrition Council, Universal Childhood Immunization, Expanded 

program on Immunization and the National Malaria Control Center. 
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to influence the international agenda. Furthermore, in 2003 RTP launched an initiative on 

Capitol Hill in the United States. The Olympic Athletes and RTP ambassadors Picabo Street, 

Timothy Goebel, Summer Sanders, Siri Mullinix and Michael Johnson reached out to an 

audience of US Senators and Congress members, working to raise awareness about the extensive 

impacts of sport and play 

 

During the 2004 Olympic Games in Athens, Greece, there was another Roundtable Forum called 

―Harnessing the Power of Sport for Development and Peace.‖ At this forum, experts and 

politicians from around the world presented sport as a way to achieve health, economic, social, 

and development goals. The goal was to help create a policy framework that encouraged the use 

of sport to achieve international development goals. The main outcome of these discussions was 

the creation of the Sport for Development and Peace International Working Group (SDP IWF). 

According to the Forum, SDP IWG was created as ―a four-year policy initiative to help 

mainstream sport as a low-cost effective tool for development in national and international 

programmes and policies‖ (UNOSDP). The UN and the governments of the countries present at 

the Forum all pledged their support to the working group. Right to Play agreed to act as the 

Secretariat for the Initiative, and assume the responsibility of organizing the initial inaugural 

meeting in May of 2005. 

 

The initial meeting of the SDP IWG, held in New York City, determined the structure and 

officially launched the working group. This forum also highlighted the use of sport as a 

developmental tool in national development frameworks as well as in the Poverty Reduction 

Strategy Papers. The second meeting took place in Torino, Italy. Here the main objectives were 
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to review the preliminary report entitled ―Sport for Development: From Practice to Policy.‖  

Drawing on Tarrow and Tilly’s ideology about opportunity structures in social movements, the 

group explicitly evaluated the challenges and opportunities present in promoting Sport for 

Development and Peace at the national and international level. The group also examined the 

implications of sport for development from the donor and recipient country perspectives
16

. The 

UNDP chaired the meeting and the International Paralympic Committee was the co-host.  

 

At in the 2005 SDP IWG meeting, the members looked critically at methods for placing sport 

and development on national and international agendas. As outlined by the literature by Keck 

and Sikkink, agenda setting is a crucial element within any transnational advocacy network. In 

this case, the meeting specifically emphasized the role of Executive Committee members and 

national governments in prioritizing Sport for Development and Peace both nationally and 

internationally.  

 

In 2007, SDP IWG again collaborated, this time with the Ministry of Education, Science and 

Sports of the Government of Ghana, to hold the third Ministerial Meeting in Accra, Ghana. This 

meeting was far more representative than the first, including 42 different governments and over 

20 ministers from the Middle East, Asia, Europe and the Americas. One of the final outcomes 

from the meeting was the recommendation for a second working group mandate to follow the 

2008 Beijing Olympic Games.  

 

                                                      
16

 The group consisted of representatives from UNDP, UNESCO, UNOSDP, sixteen countries and several 

international NGOs and sport federations 
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Ghana became one of the first countries to utilize sport as a tool for development in its Poverty 

Reduction Strategy Paper. The government acknowledged the use of sport as a specialized tool 

for development and peace. This momentous occasion helped solidify Ghana’s role as one of the 

initial leaders in sport for development. Ghana was instrumental in urging the continual focus on 

the SDP IWG as a forum that coordinated sport for development efforts internationally. Also, the 

working group furthered the exchange of knowledge, capacity building, and SDP policy 

implementation. Therefore, they agreed to continue the work for the SDP IWG until 2015, the 

target date for the Millennium Development Goals.   

 

In March of 2008, Wilfried Lemke was appointed as the 2
nd

 special adviser to the UN Secretary-

General on Sport for Development and peace, signifying the expansion of the office itself and the 

number of positions within it. Five months later, Beijing hosted the 2008 Olympic Games.  The 

fourth and final meeting of the SDP IWG took place in Bejing one day before the opening 

ceremony of the 2008 Olympic Games. Right to Play, the former secretariat, partnered with the 

United Nations Office on Sport and Development and Peace to prepare the new mandate for SDP 

IWG. This mandate was in turn endorsed by 38 nations at the meeting along with the Ministers 

of Youth and Sport and their representatives.  

 

Later that same year, in December, the UN General Assembly passed the Resolution ―Sport as a 

means to promote education, health, development and peace.‖ Along with expressing the 

importance of sport as an international tool to promote education, health, and development and 

peace, it recognized the specific need for a new mandate of the SDP IWG. Furthermore, it 

welcomed ―the Secretary-General’s decision to…incorporate the Sport for Development and 
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Peace International Working Group into the United Nations system under the leadership of the 

Special Adviser‖ (Resolution)  

 

May 2009 marked the very first international Forum on Sport, Peace and Development. Though 

organized by the International Olympic Committee, several UN bodies were represented, 

including UNDP, WHO, and UNOSDP. This reiterates the growing interconnectedness of 

different major bodies coming together to support sport and development initiatives. One month 

later, the UN office in Nairobi, Kenya hosted a Forum on Productive Youth Development 

through Sport in Africa, demonstrating the widespread use of sport and development in Africa. 

In October, UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon confirmed the value he places on sports by 

attending an Olympic congress, making him the first UN Secretary General to do so.  

 

UN resolutions in 2009 and 2010 also revealed the increased attention given to sport and 

development, drafting multiple resolutions dealing with sport and development. One of these, 

entitled the 2010 International Federation of Association Football World Cup event in South 

Africa, discussed the way the upcoming international sporting event could further the field of 

sport and development. This idea came to fruition through the Football for Hope festival that 

united young athletes from all over the world, joining them together to play soccer and discuss 

key topics from a sporting framework. 

 

According to Koss and Lindsay Glassco, Global Director Policy and Strategic Initiatives, Right 

to Play is now eager to engage with partners toward a sustainable and best-practices approach to 

sport and development. Both affirm that working with governments and institutions toward a 
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world-scale implementation of sport and development is the ultimate goal (Interview, 2008 

Annual Report).  

 

It is important to trace the rise of sport and development from its initial stages to the highly 

interconnected network we can see today. Understanding the progression of Right to play from a 

small fundraising organization to an internationally recognized NGO sponsoring hundreds of 

leagues and programs helps to better contextualize the diverse partnerships and alliances. 

Furthermore, the support demonstrated by the United Nations through sponsoring both a working 

group and eventual office dedicated solely to sport and development served to increase the 

momentum behind sport and development.  
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Chapter Three: Networking Within Sport and Development 

Introduction 

In the introduction chapter, I referred to the Keck and Sikkink framework regarding 

Transnational Advocacy Networks. A key element of TANs is their ability to connect many 

different groups through joint participation in a network, in which unlikely bedfellows often find 

themselves working together toward a similar goal. This unity between otherwise dissimilar 

groups is crucial in the diffusion of information and the network’s ability to push certain topics 

onto the global agenda (Keck 1998).  

 

In this chapter, I briefly discuss the networking hypothesis of Transnational Advocacy Networks 

as laid out by Keck and Sikkink. I will explore the networking capabilities of TANs and how 

these networking capabilities have benefited the political advancement of 2 specific issues. 

Using this theoretical framework, I will then interpret first source material to understand how 

RTP has utilized a similar approach to elevate sport and play as a tool for development on a 

global scale. I will also delve into the implications this approach has for the field of sport and 

development.  
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Networking Hypothesis 

 
Within the TAN framework, the term ―network‖ refers to communicative structures that are 

mobilized around similar issues
17

.  The various viewpoints of different actors within the TAN 

allows the networks to draw on the comprehensive cultural, social, and political aspects of their 

joint enterprise. This can prove instrumental in the negotiations, both cultural and social, that 

underpin the processes of regional integration (Keck, 2000).  The conception of network comes 

from sociology terminology and can therefore refers to the dialogue, communication structures, 

and actors involved in the umbrella concept of Transnational Advocacy Networks
18

.  

 

Furthermore, these networks allow for voluntary, horizontal, and reciprocal patterns of 

communication that distinctly differentiate them from other economic and hierarchical 

frameworks (Keck; 2000). This horizontal communicative structure is designed to facilitate the 

interchange of communication, support, resources, recommendations, policy successes and 

failures.  In general, theorists of Transnational Advocacy Networks point to TAN’s ability to 

mobilize opinions and policy prescriptions on a large scale due to the sharing of ideas and 

resources. These networks are specialized in the way they can mobilize hundreds or even 

thousands of people around a single issue.  

                                                      
17

 Keck and Sikkink go on to discuss the way the integration into larger policy communities influences ―discourse, 

procedures, and policy.‖ This is key in the framing elements of networks that we will discuss in later chapters. 

However, it is important to initially consider the implications of networking with larger communities and how this 

both spreads and molds the goals of the network  (Keck, 2000, 90) 
18

 The usage of network bridges the ―artificial divide‖ between comparative politics and international relations 

through the usage of a concept from sociology. Furthermore, the actors in TANs have already used this  term in their 

own discourse. Scholars have tried to classify this phenomenon late in the game.  (Ibid 90) 
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Additionally, the large number of advocates identifying with a particular TAN can encourage 

larger and more reputable organizations to promote that cause. It is incredibly helpful to secure 

the participation of organizations like the United Nations, World Trade Organization, World 

Health Organization, household names that are incredibly successful in placing themes on the 

global agenda and pressuring national actors to address tough issues
19

.  

 

In sum, the presence of a Transnational Advocacy Network is influential in mobilizing resources, 

information, and sheer numbers due to its interconnected structure. The wide-spread 

participation present in a TAN encourages the response of prominent organizations as well as 

nation-state actors
20

. Analyzing the network of sport and development, and more specifically the 

role of Right to Play, through a TAN framework brings to light the advantages of utilizing the 

interconnected community in sport and development and the way these alliances aided in the rise 

of the field.  

 

Environmental and Women’s Advocacy Links 

 

Thus far I have addressed the significant elements of a network structure can greatly enhance the 

success of a specific cause such as sport and development. Now I will evaluate the existing 

literature on the Environmental and Women’s Rights Transnational Advocacy Networks to find 

                                                      
19

 Keck and Sikkink further discuses the ability of large TANs, especially those backed by large multinational 

organizations, to use the boomerang effect . This entails the TAN forcing a hostile government to address a certain 

topic by campaigning for it outside that country.  
20

 This is especially evident in the case of gender mainstreaming as shown by True and Mintrom in Transnational 

Networks and Policy Diffusion: The Case of Gender Mainstreaming. 
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parallels to sport and development. I will use these case studies as a useful way to mirror the 

partnerships within sport and development.  

 

Environmental networks provide a frame to address a multitude of global issues. In fact, Keck 

and Sikkink refer to environmentalism as ―less a set of universally agreed upon principles than it 

is a frame within which relations among a variety of claims about resource use, property rights, 

and power may be reconfigured‖ (121). The network around gender issues also advocates on 

behalf of a huge variety of issues, including domestic violence and global feminism.  Similarly, 

in the network of sport and development, sport functions as a tool that can aid in a multitude of 

development issues.
21

  

 

In sum, sport and development provides a larger framework that is comparable to environmental 

and gender issues in its ability to address broader issues all linked to a common theme. To 

substantiate the usage of sport and development within a network frame, I will examine the ways 

these networks are structured in the TAN literature. First I will address the origins of sport and 

development and its emergence from sport development. Next, I will look at the rise of Olympic 

Aid, and their use of networks to further encourage the rise of sport and development as an 

internationally recognized resource. 
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 According to the sportanddev platform, sports have seen the most benefits in the following areas: individual 

development, health promotion and disease prevention, promotion of gender equality, social integration and the 

development of social capital, peace building and conflict prevention/resolution, post-disaster/trauma relief and 

normalization of life, economic development, and communication and social mobilization 



 
 

36 

 

Distinguishing Current Sport and Development Initiatives from Historical Concepts of 

Sport Development 

 

Sport used as a tool to address development is distinctly different from sport development 

programs , which are, ―designed to assist those engaged in organized sport—athletes, coaches, 

officials, administrators—and strengthen the infrastructure of facilities and institutions within 

which organized sport takes place‖ (Kidd). This phenomenon emerged long before the twentieth 

century.  In order to understand the emergence of sport and development it is first important to 

recognize the more colonial origins of sport development and how these pursuits evolved and 

shaped the network we see today.  

 

Before the present network that advocates for the use of sport as a tool for grassroots 

development, there were groups of missionaries and ―first-world‖ coaches and teachers who 

were driven to no non-European world in pursuit of influencing ideological, political, and 

commercial motives. Many sports enthusiasts in developing regions sought to acquire and 

develop sports for themselves by basing their techniques on the European models
22

.  

 

More recently, the International Olympic Committee’s (OIC) Olympic Solidarity Commission 

has led international sport development. This commission uses the money earned from television 

revenues to invest in sport development programs. A prime example is the US $200 Million and 

10,000 coaches, athletes, and volunteer administrators IOC invested between the Athens and 
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 For more information about this initial form of sport development see Bruce Kidd’s article A new social 

movement: Sport for development and peace 
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Beijing Olympic Games (Kidd). However, the primary focus of this money is on education and 

training programs for athletes.  

 

 

Not all of the OIC investment money is concentrated in the least developed regions, but the 

money invested in these countries has produced substantial effects
23

. The majority of the 934 

athletes who received scholarships allowing them to train for the 2004 Olympics hailed from 

developing regions. This investment has also spurred the involvement of multi-national 

organizations like Nike and individual entrepreneurs to sponsoring recruiting clinics and sporting 

opportunities for promising athletes in lower income countries.  

 

Yet the long term goals are a main element that distinguishes sport and development from sport 

development. As beneficial as sport development programs are for specific high-achieving 

athletes, they can do little to help the community at large. For the most part, these programs 

focus their attention on the top performing athletes and coaches to provide the resources 

necessary to ascend the athletic pyramid. Unfortunately, this often results in these extracting this 

talent from their country of origin and therefore losing these individuals as a source of leadership 

within their native sphere. Ultimately, this can have life changing effects for the individual but 

render little to no positive change for the community as a whole.  

 

Despite the sometimes counter-effective effects that result from athletic-brain-drain, this sport 

development aspect is a crucial element in the sport and development arena. The incorporation of 

Nike and other multi-national corporations helps to focus some of these companies’ efforts on 
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 National Olympic Committees in Canada, Japan and the United States all received a share of the money  
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regions outside their most highly targeted areas like Europe and higher income countries. Sport 

development therefore made the leap to sport and development advocacy a much easier one for 

multinational corporations such as Nike. Similarly, the sponsorship of athletes encourages 

entrepreneurs and churches to invest in the prospect of sport in developing regions, opening the 

door for sport and development participation.  

 

It is unfair to discount the influence of elite athletes can have in providing inspiration and a focus 

on sport in their native communities. even if they no longer live there. Also, many athletes return 

to their home country, at least for a bit, to establish sport and development programs. Their draw 

as international figures and domestic heroes can have significant effects in garnering 

participation and legitimacy for sport and development programs.
24

  

 

In sum, sport and development has links to the initial efforts to draw upon the often untapped and 

under-funded athletic potential in developing regions. It has grown to encompass sport as a tool 

for entire communities instead of just the most highly achieving individuals. The success stories 

of extraordinary athletes and coaches can prove influential in encouraging funding and 

legitimacy for sport and development programs in developing regions of the world.  
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 A telling example of this was the paticipation of Zambian sports idols Kalusha Bwala (football), Ellen Hight 

(swimming), Samuel Matete (hurdler), Lango Sinkamba (wheelchair marathoner), and Kennedy Kanyanta (boxer) in 

the National Campaign against Measles in Zambia and presence at the final celebration in Mufulira. (2003 Right to 

Play Annual Report) 
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Initial rise of Olympic Aid and its Networking Allies  

 

In the early days of his involvement, Koss focused on monetary investment. We have already 

established how Koss donated a portion of his gold-medal winnings and encouraged other elite 

athletes to offer similar contributions to start Olympic Aid. Many athletes contributed to the 

fundraising by auctioning off sporting memorabilia. Ian Thorpe, an Australian free-style simmer 

and five time Olympic gold medalist, auctioned off an autographed fast-skin racing suit and 

donated the $100,000A (approximately $99,980 US) raised by this action to Olympic Aid.  

 

Similar donations, spurred by the Olympic athletes themselves, helped to jumpstart the 

organization and ultimately the sport and development network in two main ways. The 

memorabilia and gold medal earnings were able to spark significant funds right from the 

beginning. Also, the already existing fame of these elite athletes automatically sparked 

recognition throughout both athletic and non-athlete communities, a phenomenon only furthered 

by Olympic Aid’s beginning coinciding with the Olympic Games.  

 

Aside from the athletes themselves, Olympic Aid partnered with the Red Cross, Save the 

Children, Norwegian Refugee Council, Norwegian People’s Council, and the Norwegian Church 

Fund, allowing them to form alliances with influential and far-reaching organizations that had 

already proven their capacity to influence and move issues onto the global agenda.
25

 As the TAN 

                                                      
25

 The International Committee of the Red Cross was influential in persuading governments to adopt the new 

Geneva Convention in 1929, just one of many policy decisions explicitly impacted by the Red Cross 
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literature suggests, this is key to successfully disseminating a message on an international scale. 

Political process theorists point to the importance of finding space in the political system, which 

was aided by the global focus of these organizations and the international appeal of the 

Olympics.  

 

 

In sum, Olympic Aid was able to garner international legitimacy and networking possibilities 

right from the beginning due to its immediate connection with internationally recognized athletic 

figures, multinational organizations, and the Olympic Games. Glassco affirms that the initial 

relationships with the influential organizations such as the WHO was ―hugely important.‖ Koss 

leveraged these relationships from the very beginning, ―understanding the importance of 

bringing all those organizations on board‖ (Glassco). 

 

Institutional Context/The Role of the United Nations 

 

The original networking with athletes and other well known organizations such as Save the 

Children, and Norwegian Refugee Council from Koss’s home country, was substantial in the 

early establishment of both Olympic Aid and their goal to use sport as a tool for larger 

community development. However, it is important to also look at the influential role of the 

United Nations in bolstering the network of sport and development.  

 

The international clout that surrounds the United Nations aided the network and concept of sport 

and development to gain international legitimacy and supporters. Furthermore, it legitimized the 
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concept of sport as a tool for development by giving it tangible space within the UN structure, 

the Office on Sport for Development and Peace. Gassco specifically notes the supreme 

importance of partnering with the UN from the beginning. She claims that sport and 

development wouldn’t be where it is today without the UN involvement. Therefore, in this 

section I will analyze the impact of the United Nations’ partnership in the network of sport and 

development and the role Right to Play had in securing a place for the UN within the network of 

sport and development.  

 

As addressed before, the initial partnership allowed UNICF and Olympic Aid to vaccinate 

thousands of individuals and even induce two ceasefires.
26

 Overall the effect was three fold. It 

brought UNICEF, and more broadly the United Nations, into collaboration with the network of 

sport and development. Glassco affirms, ―UN organizations were fundamental in many ways to 

helping us start as an organization‖ (Glassco). The second consequence was the constructive 

publicity this garnered for Right to Play. Collaborating with such a successful initiative got Right 

to Play’s name into the international arena and helped to frame the organization in a very 

positive light.  

 

The third consequence of this initial vaccinating partnership was establishing a precedent in the 

Middle East. Right to play now runs gender empowerment workshops in Pakistan that is set to 

the theme, ―Building Relationships on Trust Helps Girls Thrive.‖ Right to Play is able to teach 

about the importance of relationships not just because sport helps form fundamental relationships 
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 According to the Right to Play statistics 12.2 million children were vaccinated along with over 800,000 women. 

The ceasefires occurred in Afghanistan for 16 days and in the Kurdish region of Iraq for 48 days.  
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that span cultures, but also because it was the fundamental relationships in the Middle East that 

allowed RTP to find success in this region.  

 

Another example of a successful initiative in the Middle East is Right to Play’s partnership with 

the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) for Palestine Refugees (Right to Play 

Annual Report 2003). RTP is able to use sport to reach out to refugees and restore a sense of 

balance in the chaotic lives. This parallels Right to Play’s initial partnership with the UN 

Refugee Agency (UNHCR). Glassco asserts that Right to Play’s focus on refugee camps from 

the beginning was a direct link to their strong partnership with UNHCR. ―It was UNHCR that 

gave us access to the refugee camps with passports and they were the ones that created the 

infrastructure for us to be able to get into the camps to do programming. So UN organizations 

were fundamental in many ways to helping us start as an organization‖ (Glassco). Glassco makes 

the leap from UNHCR to starting as an organization, demonstrating her belief in the importance 

of these partnerships and the access they gave RTP from the onset.   

 

Aside from the access to refugee camps, the UN’s ability to institute an office was important in 

sparking the international popularity of sport and development. Though the office is still very 

small, its very existence signifies an immense step for the cause and networking capabilities of 

sport and development. The implementation of the UNOSDP gives the issue of sport and 

development a tangible foothold within the United Nations. With an office solely dedicated to 

this cause, it can connect with other offices within the UN. In sum, Right to Play took the very 

crucial step by initially partnering with UNICEF in the form of distributing vaccinations, which 

had rippling effects for RTP. Though sport as a tool had been addressed within other UN 
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categories, Olympic Aid’s focus specifically on sport did much to influence the issue within the 

United Nations.  

 

State Actors 

 

Ghana was an initial leader in the field of sport and development, stepping up as one of the first 

countries to outline and utilize sport as a tool to address poverty. In their Poverty Reduction 

Strategy paper, Ghana emphasized the importance the government places on the consideration of 

sport as a viable tool for their developmental goals, and later the Millennium Goals.  

 

 Ghana’s early involvement helped to encourage other governments have to consider sport as a 

legitimate tool for their developmental policy prescriptions. China hosted the SDP IWG meeting 

during the 2008 Olympic games, which boasted representatives from thirty-eight countries. The 

trend of sport and development initiatives around internationally recognized sporting events has 

broadened- for example the 2010 World Cup in South Africa hosted the Football for Hope 

festival.
27

 Similarly, national ministries of health have rallied behind the use of sport to address 

health issues such as HIV/AIDS awareness and Measles prevention. The Ministry of Health, 

Central Board of Health, Ministry of Education and Ministry of Youth, sport and Child 

Development all collaborated with Right to Play to address the Measles epidemic through the 

2003 Global Measles Initiative (Right to Play Annual Report 2003).  
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 This event brought together hundreds of children from around the world to participate in a festival that utilized 

soccer as a tool to bridge culture gaps and help eradicate stereotypes.  
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Glassco suggests incorporating governments into the network and using ―active outreach and 

engagement to endeavor to bring more and more governments into that group.‖ The long term 

goal of both Right to Play and the SDP IWG is to give ―an opportunity to governments to come 

together and share best practices and talk about how they could best contribute to integrating 

sport and play into their national priorities.‖ Setting sport and development as a national priority 

of a government and allowing different governments to collaborate over successes are both 

practical steps to drawing state actors into this network. The states then have a key role in 

presenting sport and development to their citizens and advancing its expansion.  

 

Conclusion 

In sum, the presence of a network is influential in mobilizing resources, information, and the 

sheer numbers that would be otherwise inaccessible. As TAN literature suggests, this widespread 

participation strongly encourages the response of prominent organizations as well as nation-state 

actors.
28

 By analyzing the network of sport and development, and more specifically the role of 

Right to Play, within that network, it is possible to understand the emerging role of sport and 

development in the global perspective. 

 

Sport and development has links to the initial efforts to draw upon the untapped and under-

funded athletic potential in developing regions. While it has grown to encompass sports as a tool 

for entire communities instead of just the most highly achieving individuals, this network of 

sponsors still plays a key role in attracting international attention to sports in developing regions. 

                                                      
28

 This is especially evident in the case of gender mainstreaming as shown by True and Mintrom in Transnational 

Networks and Policy Diffusion: The Case of Gender Mainstreaming. 
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The success stories of extraordinary athletes and coaches are also influential in encouraging 

funding and establishing legitimacy for sport and development programs around the world.  

 

Olympic Aid was able to garner international legitimacy and networking possibilities right from 

the beginning due to its immediate connection with internationally recognized athletic figures 

and organizations. Potential donors were familiar with both the ambassadors promoting the 

programs and the partnering organizations. This garnered international recognition and 

fundraising capabilities from the beginning.  

 

Right to Play took the very crucial step by initially partnering with the United Nations in the 

form of distributing vaccinations. The participation of the United Nations was important in 

expanding the initial network of sport and development. The existence of an office explicitly 

dedicated to sport and development helped give the cause a palpable place at the table in the 

international discussion. 

 

Governments have been receptive to the idea of sport as a way to facilitate development goals. 

The ministries of different countries have joined the sport and development network and have 

proven instrumental in planning large events and allowing sport and development facilitators to 

engage in projects on the ground. Furthermore, the inclusion of government ministries and 

personnel help to promote the importance of sport and development to the citizens of their 

countries, expanding the network even further.    
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Having examined the role of these actors in the rise of the field,  I will now evaluate the five 

elements of success that were outlined in the introduction chapter in relation to the testimony of 

Lindsey Glassco.   



 
 

47 

 

 

Chapter Four: Benchmarks of Success  

 

Introduction 

 

Thus far I have looked at sport and development through a TAN lens. I investigated the role of 

Right to Play and the United Nations in fostering the network and providing the resources 

necessary for the increased prevalence of sport and development on a global scale. To further 

explore the issue of sport and development, I will now turn to conversation with Lindsey 

Glassco, Global Director of Policy and Strategic Initiatives for Right to Play. I will examine the 

conversation in light of the four terms Professor Patrick Heller of Brown University laid out for a 

successful TAN. 

 

In the literature review, I outlined four conditions that Professor Heller emphasized as indicators 

for successful TANS: 1) evaluating an area of high value content and informational uncertainty, 

2) a causal story that links the deleterious effects to a specific origin, 3) space in the political 

structure as well as reliable allies for their cause, and 4) a strong linkage to domestic movements. 

Also, the introductory chapter discussed the importance of framing in fostering a prosperous 

movement. Many scholars suggest that Keck and Sikkink do not focus enough on the influence 

framing has in shaping a successful network. Therefore I also include a fifth condition, 5) 

framing’s role in both Right to Play and the field of sport and development (Heller).  
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I will now analyze these five aspects based on Glassco’s responses. Furthermore, I will also 

consider the input of Matthew Doyle, a Brown University Masters candidate who is helping to 

spearhead the student initiative of Right to Play on Brown’s campus. He is the founder and 

President of the Right to Play student group at Brown and worked with the national office this 

summer exploring the climate for a larger university led initiative. Matthew offers insightful 

discourse on the networking and framing realities of sport and development and Right to Play.  

 

Evaluating an Area of High Value Content and Informational Uncertainty 

 

 The first condition laid out by Heller for a successful Transnational Advocacy Network is 

the ability to evaluate an area of high value content and informational uncertainty. In discussions 

with Glassco, she makes it clear that Right to Play works diligently to erase any informational 

uncertainty surrounding the use of sport as a means for development objectives. She asserts that 

the child (RTP defines a child as 0-18 years of age) is at the center of the work of Right to Play. 

However, their focus also considers the wider aspects that ultimately affect the child including 

the family unit, the larger community, policy makers, local and national government, media and 

the arts (Glassco).  

 

Sport and development constitutes an area of high value content in three ways. The first is the 

tangible merits of sport such as exercise and the innate benefits that accompany exercise. The 

importance of incorporating exercise has been well documented in the medical community and 

combats the increase in health complications due to obesity
29

.  

                                                      
29

 There are numerous articles that site these claims but two are Rowland’s book Exercise and Children’s Health 

and Dilorenzo’s article Determinants of Exercise among Children. II. A Longitudinal Analysis 
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A second aspect of sport is its intangible merits such as its ability to encourage self esteem and 

address conflict resolution. Doyle points out sport’s ability to serve as a tool to educate children 

of all socioeconomic levels about HIV and drug prevention and conflict resolution. Furthermore 

Doyle comments on the diverse groups that can use sport as a tool for empowerment or aid: 

 

By providing a platform for communication, education and social 

mobilization, these sports and play programs stimulate and support social 

and economic development, reinforce peace-keeping programs, and 

provide sustainable physical and emotional health, especially for children. 

They also minimize the impact of certain culturally specific taboos that 

surround diseases like HIV/AIDs by creating a nonthreatening arena for 

discussion and information, facilitating gender equality and social 

inclusion by providing fair and accessible opportunities to children with 

disabilities and young girls for whom sports may represent their only 

realistic access to success or leadership opportunities and create 

sustainable jobs for locals who often take over the sports programs once 

the groups have been introduced by outside NGOs.  (Doyle) 

 

Programs facilitated by Right to Play and similar organizations can cater to a plethora of 

different high content areas through the implementation of sport. The platform for sport and 

development evaluate spot and development using six distinct categories: 1) educating child and 
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youth development, 2) peace building, 3) disaster response, 4) health, 5) gender, and 6) 

economic development (sportanddev.org). 

 

A third advantage of sport is its ability to mobilize large groups of people around a single cause. 

Because sports hold such wide appeal, hundreds of millions of people tune into major sporting 

events. Therefore, Glassco reasons: 

 

They [large-scale sporting events] can be really effective platforms for 

public education and social mobilization. And the numbers that are present 

are at the event or through the media/television…give you the potential to 

reach and teach a huge number of people, probably better than any other 

medium in fact. And the thing about these large sports events is that 

they’ve got the ability to connect people so whether its through players or 

teams or spectators, there’s a huge connection between all these people 

globally who are all being connected to this one event. It’s a very big 

unifying factor.  (Glassco) 

 

It is clear that along with providing inherent benefits and a developmental role, sports can also 

prove a unifying factor to reach a large group of people at the same time. This large-scale 

gathering can help disseminate messages to sizeable groups of people simultaneously. Therefore, 

messages about public heath care, gender empowerment, and economic opportunities can reach 

scores of people in a very short span of time.  
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Furthermore, gathering of people through the appeal of sport can create a base to impart lessons. 

Grassroot Soccer draws heavily on the unifying ability of soccer. Grassroot Soccer is able 

gathers children in nineteen different countries in a widespread HIV prevention initiative. As 

soccer is the vehicle the organization uses the language of soccer (red card, yellow card, offside) 

teaching about HIV and safe sex practices. This language aids in lessening some of the taboo 

surrounding these topics and makes them relevant to the young audience (Grassroot Soccer).  

 

A Causal Story 

 

Sport and Development, and especially Right to Play, focuses attention on the child. Yet, as 

Glassco points out, this focus on children ripples to greater social change.  ―Contributing to 

healthier happier children in the hopes of larger social and global change‖ (Glassco). Right to 

Play’s slogan, ―When children play, the world wins,‖ draws a very similar parallel. Therefore in 

Right to Play’s eyes, a causal link is that helping children become more engaged in the local 

community, through sports, inspires civic participation in a new generation of leaders and global 

citizens, which could contribute to global change.  

 

Setting up sport and development programs can empower entire communities. A poignant 

example of this is the commencement ceremonies at Grassroot Soccer. In a talk at Brown 

University, Kirk Friedrich, Grassroot Soccer Co-Founder and Africa Executive Director, 

affirmed that the closing ceremonies gather people from the whole community. It is a way for the 

greater community to support the participants and also provides an opportunity to bring the 

community together under the umbrella of sport (Friedrich).   
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While critics point to the negative aspects of sport such as rowdy fan behavior, sport in the 

context of development offers very different stories of beneficial outcomes for participants and 

the community. It is true that the research bas is modest, but the initial findings are quite 

promising. An increase in scholarship is a good investment of resources, time and energy.  

 

Space in the Political Structure and Reliable Allies 

 

A third element Heller incorporates in his indicators of successful TANs is space in the political 

structure and reliable allies. The network or sport and development, due largely to the hard work 

of people like Koss and others in the early stages of sport and development, is largely tied to the 

United Nations.
30

 As I have discussed earlier, the early work of Olympic Aid and similar 

organizations inspired the work of the SDP IWG and the United Nations Office on Sport for 

Development and Peace. This is a key political ally that gives sport and development space on 

the international political agenda. Glassco asserts, ―I don’t think that sports for development and 

peace movement would be where it is today without the UN’s involvement.‖  

 

The network of sport and development has expanded outside the influence of the United Nations 

offices. Governments are now working to implement policy recommendations that further sport 

for development initiatives. According to Glassco, this is just the beginning of government 

involvement in sport and development. She affirms Right to Play and Koss’s commitment to, 

―The process of bringing those governments around the table and starting to get them to network 

and to do active outreach and engagement to try to bring more and more governments into that 
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 As discussed in the previous chapter 



 
 

53 

group.‖ RTP believes that by creating an environment for sport and play within different 

countries, the network of sport and development can develop and simultaneously spread the 

influence to other governments.  

 

A good example of this governmental support is evident in the 2009 Right to Play Annual 

Report. The organization collaborated with China’s Ministry of Civil Affairs to integrate best 

practices into the institutional care system. The ultimate goal was to provide the best care 

possible to orphans and young children with disabilities in the Blue Sky Campaign (Annual 

Report 2009). By collaborating with governments, Right to Play and the network of sport for 

development garnered support and claimed space in the political system in China and countries 

all around the globe.  

 

Along with space in the political system, Heller points to the importance of reliable allies. In the 

previous chapter I talked about the different alliances within the network of sport and 

development and will now look at Glassco’s interpretation of these influential allies. Glassco 

affirms that Right to Play is no longer ―in it alone.‖ Instead, the network has grown to encompass 

the UN departments, local and national governments, NGOs, media, and corporations. Many 

elements play a factor in influencing a child’s perception to their surrounds. Therefore, since the 

child is the focus of Right to Play, they find it important to address all different factors. This is 

where Glassco believes, ―The media and society at large have a huge role to play‖ (Glassco). In 

looking at the allies of Right to Play and the network of sport and development, I will consider 

the strong fabric of allies now sharing best practice techniques and the evolving role of 

corporations and the media in the global network.  
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Instead of focusing on just spreading the word, the campaign for sport and development is large 

enough that the strong network of allies now shares best practices and implementation 

techniques: 

 

The relationships are all still there, the networks are there, but I would say 

the nature of the networks and the necessity for them has morphed into 

something different. We’re all in implementation mode. Our networks are 

more about sharing best practices, looking at better ways to collaborate, 

trying to determine what’s most necessary at a monitoring and evaluation 

front. So its much more practical, hands-on collaboration now, than it 

would have been ten years ago.  (Glassco) 

 

Glassco stresses the strong alliances in the sport and development network. These allies are so 

committed to the greater goals of sport and development that they are currently sharing best 

practices and methods to garner further success for the movement as a whole.  

 

Koss now receives more speaking engagements than he can conceivably honor. Right to Play 

sends other spokespersons to give talks on Koss’s behalf. In fact, Right to Play is so committed 

to their allies and the cause of sport and development that they often send peace and 

development ―champions‖ from other organizations as well. Glassco explains, ―We’ll often look 

at who is the target market, who is in the room, and who would resonate most with them. And 

it’s not always Right to Play‖ (Glassco). The trust interwoven between the different allies is has 
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elevated to a level where spreading support for sport and development takes precedence over 

personal prestige. This alliance is further strengthened by the innate ability of sport to serve as 

cross-cultural currency.
31

 

 

Aside from the strong network of allies that Right to Play has demonstrated, corporations are 

holding a role of growing influence in the field of Sport and Development. Though not explicitly 

addressed in Heller’s lecture on Transnational Advocacy Networks, corporations can be big 

players in the success of specific TANs. The environmental TANs proved that by getting 

corporations’ support on the green movements, they were able to elicit a huge amount of 

momentum.
32

 

 

Similarly for sport and development, involving corporations into the discussions has proven to be 

an interesting way of expanding the existing network. While some use sport and development as 

a platform to sell more merchandise, Glassco notes that many corporations have been converted 

to the cause of sport and development. Glassco reasons these corporate partners have many 

levels of influence. ―They can also influence governments. I mean corporations themselves have 

a lot of power…If you can capture the interest of a powerful corporation they can be advocates; 

they can fund programs they can influence of their employees, they can create sport programs 

within their communities, there are so many levels‖ (Glassco).  
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 As demonstrated in the introductory chapter.  
32

 For more information about corporations going green and the effect on the environmental network see The 

making of green knowledge: environmental politics and cultural, or ―Green career choices: The influence of 

ecological stance on recruiting‖ 
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Corporations can use their political influence to encourage sport and development outside the 

domestic influences within the countries. If the citizens of a particular country feel unable to 

express their interest in sport and development directly to their government, they can support 

corporations that promote sport and development. These corporations can then influence 

governments from their global position, using strategy similar to boomerang pattern.
33

 Along 

with economic influences, corporations have the means of funding further research to help 

eradicate the lack of quantitative analysis scholars in the field of sport and development 

continually point to.
34

  

 

Though the ultimate role of corporations in the field of sport and development is not fully 

determined, there are many examples of corporations already joining the campaign. Nike has 

spearheaded numerous sport and development campaigns, donations, and advertising campaigns. 

Glassco spoke of a Right to Play collaboration with the well known Canadian company Roots to 

raise awareness of the benefits of sport and play. Visa, Standard Charters, and Barkleys have all 

also collaborated with sport and development initiatives in the past. Along with funding 

initiatives, corporations also sponsor sport and development initiatives such as the international 

platform for sport and development.  

 

A telling example of the influence corporations can have is demonstrated in the NBA’s 

Basketball without Borders initiative. This program, funded and run through the NBA, sets up 

                                                      
33

 This pattern is described in more detail in the Keck and Sikkink literature. It is defined in their article 

Transnational Advocacy Networks in International and Regional Politics as, ―When the links between state and 

domestic actors are severed, domestic NGOs may directly seek international allies to try to bring pressure on their 

states from outside‖ (93).   
34

 Development through sport: Building social capital in disadvantaged communitiesJ Skinner, D Zakus, Sport 

Management Review, 2008---when internet decides to work—look at this article for more about evidence and 

credibility within sport and development  

http://www98.griffith.edu.au/dspace/bitstream/10072/20873/1/51369_1.pdf
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basketball camps in developing regions throughout the world. NBA players staff these camps 

and teach young athletes basketball techniques. In the recent camp in Senegal, DeSagana Diop 

and veteran Dikembe Mutombo taught basketball and addressed HIV/AIDS awareness. Luc 

Richard Mbah a Moute, a current professional basketball player for the Milwaukee Bucks, also 

helped out at the camps. He knows the camp dynamic well because as a young player he 

attended one of these camps himself in Cameroon.
35

 It has come full circle as now he offers the 

opportunity through sports he knows so well. Basketball without borders now operates on three 

continents, Africa, Asia, and Europe. Overall, NBA’s commitment to Basketball without Borders 

demonstrates one of the many ways corporations can become involved with sport and 

development globally. 

 

The international platform for sport and develop draws on more allies than simply their 

sponsoring corporations. In fact, this platform is specifically designed to bring sport and 

development allies from all different sectors. They break down their target groups in to seven 

main categories, though many have subcategories beneath these larger headings: Development 

agencies / Donor organizations (bilateral, multilateral, governmental, NGOs) / Governments; 

Sports sector / Sports federations / Athletes; Practitioners / Implementing NGOs / Coaches; 

Private sector; Researchers; Youth and volunteers; and the Media. This again points to the wide 

scope of allies the field for sport and development contains.  

 

Overall, sport and development fits nicely into the subcategory of space in the political structure 

and reliable allies. The work with the UN and national governments and ministries has granted 

                                                      
35

 To read more about the camp in Senegal see the article Basketball Without Borders: NBA Players Bring 

Inspiration To African Teens. To learn more about basketball Without Borders visit the website at 

http://www.nba.com/bwb/. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basketball
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milwaukee_Bucks
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sport and development a substantial place in the political structure. Also, the wide network of 

allies helps sport and development gain credibility and share best practice strategies. Right to 

Play is no longer ―in it alone,‖ Glassco reports. The field can now draw on the wide array of 

allies listed on the International Platform for Sport and Development. Finally, corporations are 

beginning to play an increasingly more influential role in the field. While it will take more time 

to fully understand their motivations and the outcomes, their international influences and 

significant funding abilities have the potential to drastically influence the field of sport and 

development. Only time will tell how the motivations and workings of the varied allies will mix 

in the field.   

 

Strong Linkage to Domestic Movements 

 

Thus far I have considered sport and development’s role in three of the four indicators Heller 

identified for a successful TAN. Now I will evaluate the linkages to domestic movements within 

the sport and development TAN.  

 

Right to Play has evolved from their original mission. It was initially a fundraising agency.  

When addressing sport and development in other counties, Right to Play began sending 

volunteers to developing regions. Glassco confirms that at its peak, Right to Play was sending 

about one hundred fifty volunteers abroad to take one year international posts. In 2006, Right to 

play changed its focus and decided to decentralize their programs and focus on the local capacity 

of the countries to staff the programs. . Currently Right to Play’s programs and regional offices 
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in all 20 countries are run by local staff. According to Glassco, ―The entire model is around 

community capacity development because everything has been localized‖ (Glassco). 

 

Though decentralization and linkages to local movements do not necessarily go hand in hand, 

Right to Play has made a very focused effort to employ the local community in their endeavors. 

Their employment of local personnel has allowed a domestic presence in the network. This 

presence has helped Right to Play concentrate on the issues most pervasive in that particular 

community. For example, in 2003 RTP collaborated with various Zambian Ministries to address 

the epidemic spread of measles. Because the RTP programs were tied into the local communities, 

they could cater their programs directly to the local movements and needs. Glassco affirms this 

importance to flexibility, saying,  ―There are a variety of different implementing partners that our 

organizations is involved with. So it’s totally depending on the country, the context, what the 

needs are, in that country.  All of the projects and programs look differently in any one site, in 

any one country‖ (Glassco). 

 

Right to Play has a very pronounced focus on addressing each country as its own entity and 

catering the programs and goals to the movements of that specific country. Therefore, it can 

create the strong domestic linkages Heller talks about in substantiating a successful TAN. 

Furthermore, the domestic linkages are not confined to the in-country staff. A new movement of 

university and high school chapters has been the center of much of Doyle’s work.  

 

Matthew Doyle is the founder of the Right to Play Student Club at Brown University. He was 

also an intern at the New York Office of Right to Play, serving the role of ―student recruiter‖ in 
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preparation for launching the Brown club. Currently the Brown Right to Play club works to 

influence the local community with various volunteer opportunities such as tutoring and 

mentoring
36

.  

 

Doyle is a strong promoter of grassroots movements among high school and college students. 

Because he believes that the sport and development movement is still defining itself, this is a 

crucial time to get students involved in the network from a grassroots level. Doyle confirms, ―I 

feel it is very important to offer suggestions aimed at strengthening the intersection between 

sports, development and human rights by defining opportunities for greater student involvement 

at both the local and national level, including more focused emphasis on community service and 

career development initiatives for student groups, and support of student-led forums‖ (Doyle). 

 

The appeal to students allows sport and development to be tied strongly to their domestic 

populations. These strong ties allow the campus sport and development groups to direct their 

efforts toward the domestic movements and form the bonds Heller points out are helpful in 

promoting a successful TAN. 
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 Doyle lists the three goals of the Right to Play student group at Brown: To raise awareness of Right To Play’s 

programs and educate university students about the Sports for Development and Peace Movement; To raise funds 

for Right To Play initiatives internationally; To encourage membership growth in student clubs by creating an 

inclusive club-community and providing active membership roles through local community service/ mentoring 

through either Boys and Girls Club or Project Goal.  
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Framing 

 

Though not explicitly addressed in Heller’s indicators of a successful TAN, many scholars point 

to the importance of framing in the success of any movement or TAN. In fact, one of the main 

critiques of the Keck and Sikkink literature is neglecting to include the importance of framing. 

As discussed in the introductory chapter, framing is a process by which the framer condenses the 

outside world in a way that can mobilize potential supporters and constituents, garner outside 

support, and reduce opponents of the cause.
37

  The way supporters of sport and development 

present or frame the use of sport as a tool for development is key to the way it is conceptualized 

and utilized by others. Therefore, I will now look at the way organizations like Right to Play and 

other sport and development enthusiasts present their arguments to potential enthusiasts.   

 

Glassco did not speak much about framing in her interview, however she did briefly touch upon 

it when she discussed the focus of Right to Play on the child. She insists that the child is at the 

center, however there are many different elements that influence the child, including families, 

media and society. Therefore, she asserts that Right to Play, ―Can’t just change the behavior of 

the child without changing all the different behaviors of all the different circles of influences that 

effect the child. So when we talk about networking our understanding is that relationships and 

partnerships and collaboration cooperation communication with all of those different people.‖  

Her rationale, that Right to Play needs to consider all possible influences of the child in their 
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 This definition is adapted from the 1988 Snow text.  
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programming processes, is a reasonable one. However, in order to appeal to those varied groups, 

the message must be portrayed in different ways.  

 

Therefore, Right to Play spreads the message to children through many of their sporting 

programs. On the other hand, much of the impetus for the adults comes from the community 

empowerment.
38

 Many of the local adults become coaches for the programs and disseminate the 

message of sport and development by parent to parent conversations. As the saying goes, it takes 

a village to raise a child. Therefore, the children and adults interact on a daily basis due to shared 

parenting duties, leading to a shared understanding and use of sport and development.  

 

Governments are often approached in a much different way than adults or children in the 

individual communities. Dolye concludes that, ―When framing to governments, it is essential to 

underlie the cost effectiveness of this field.‖ (Doyle). Cost effectiveness has in fact been a very 

influential bargaining point with governments. Due to the inexpensive nature of the sporting 

point, this has been an especially influential selling point when talking to governments about 

improving health care knowledge or enhancing education programs. In fact, Glassco is working 

to create and maintain policy agreements with various governments. Obviously, when drafting 

policy reports and presenting matters in formal settings such as the United Nations, the framing 

of sport and development looks very different than when presenting it to local children and 

adults. However, the salient fact is that sport for development is accepted on a universal plane 

that makes it appealing to all different audiences.  
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 This is described in more detail under the Causal Story section, page 6 
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Overall, framing is a very important element when considering the success of any movement or 

network. The way arguments are framed is essential in their salience to different audiences. Thus 

far, sport and development has been able to reach its arms of influence up to the highest levels of 

bureaucracy including the United Nations offices and the government implementations of 

countries such as Ghana. On the other hand, the advocates of sport and development have also 

framed their claims in appealing manners for grassroots participants. Doyle has a thriving group 

of college students propagating the cause of sport and development in the Providence area. Also, 

the Right to Play initiatives are targeted at local coaches and headquarters. The message to the 

local personal is framed in a way that appeals to grassroots enthusiasts specifically by country.  

 

Conclusion 

 

In this chapter I looked at the way five different markers for success fit into the sport and 

development context: evaluating an area of high value content and informational uncertainty, a 

causal story that links the deleterious effects to a specific origin, space in the political structure 

as well as reliable allies for their cause, a strong linkage to domestic movements, and framing. 

Four of these indicators were provided by Patrick Hller’s lecture on Transnational Advocacy and 

the fifth, framing, is a concept continually emphasized by movement scholars. One of the main 

critiques of Keck and Sikkink is the absence of strong linkages to framing. Therefore, I also 

delve into the framing aspect of sport and development. 

 

The field of sport and development fits into the first category, an area of high value content and 

informational uncertainty, in a more nuanced capacity. Advocates of sport and development are 
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continually developing methods to normalize the use of sport as a tool for development, which 

they hope will help to curb any informational uncertainty surrounding the use of sport as a tool 

for development. When addressing high value content, sport is unique in that its value is three-

fold.  Sport can be tangibly valuable by providing the health benefits such as increased exercise. 

Sport can also be used as a tool to address a variety of issues from healthcare to education to 

gender equality. These linkages to high value content areas also contribute to sports’ place in this 

category. Furthermore, the universal appeal of sports can be leveraged as way to gather large 

groups of people. Once gathered, messages about high content issues such as health and 

education can be disseminated to the population. Grassroots soccer uses this unifying appeal of 

soccer to teach HIV prevention techniques to adolescent children in South Africa.  

 

The second category, casual links to deleterious effects, does not seem to fit within the sport and 

development framework. The field lacks the scholarship to determine distinct causal links. 

 

The third element, space in the political structure and reliable allies, is the focus of much of our 

findings thus far. Collaborations with the United Nations and governmental partnerships have 

created palpable space in the political structure. A diverse network of allies facilitates the reation 

of this political space while simultaneously gaining credibility for the field and sharing best 

practice strategies. The network of supporters has led Glassco to the conclusion that Right to 

Play are ―no longer the only ones.‖ Furthermore, corporations have begun to play a much more 

prominent role in the field: 



 
 

65 

 The Football for Hope Festival was a festival of education, culture and football organized 

by FIFA, that brought together 32 socioeconomically disadvantaged teams from 6 

continents during the 2010 World Cup in South Africa. (FIFA) 

 NBA’s Hoops for Hope have over 150 partnerships with schools, shelters, and 

community groups in Zimbabwe and South Africa. (Hoops) 

 Through their Better World Campaign, Nike built a football training center in Soweto, 

South Africa that provides 20,000 young athletes access to training facilities, coaching, 

and HIV/AIDS education. (Nike) 

 

Addressing the fourth indicator, multiple sport and development programs have focused their 

attention on the grassroots movements. Right to Play has made a concerted effort to decentralize, 

utilizing local coaching and managerial staff. Furthermore, the Right to Play deals with their 

partner countries on an individual basis. They structure their message and initiatives according to 

the specific concerns, as demonstrated in their campaign against measles in Zambia. On the other 

hand, Right to Play is also recently involved with student initiatives, forming a Right to Play 

group at Brown University. This grassroots approach allows the programs to approach the 

grassroots issues with concern and flexibility.  

 

Lastly, framing is a crucial element to consider in any Transnational Advocacy Network or 

social movement. Sport and development is unique in the way it has been able to appeal to many 

different interest groups, from UN and government bureaucracy to local citizens. Therefore, the 

way the field is portrayed to these varied groups is essential in increasing its salience to many 

different populations, a continual task for sport and development enthusiasts.  
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Chapter Five: Conclusion 

 

Overview 

 

In this thesis I have evaluated the field of sport and development through the lens of a 

Transnational Advocacy Network Lens.  I have used this model for two main purposes. This 

framework helps to highlight the many influential international linkages that support sport and 

development. The network is vast and diverse, drawing on allies from many different fields. 

These supporters come in the form of the United Nations Offices, grassroots organizations, 

governmental initiatives, large nongovernmental organizations, and international corporations. 

Each group has a different stake in the field and all contribute in different ways. Koss was able to 

draw on the cross-cultural ability of play to span socioeconomic, political, and religious divides. 

This was crucial to the strong alliances within the field of sport and development.  

 

 I hope that the TAN framework can help bring credibility to the field. Thus far sports have been 

largely relegated to the field of entertainment by academics. On one hand, it is true that the 

sports can provide entertainment to millions of people. It is a rallying point for individuals all 

around the world. CNN projected that the 2010 World Cup finals was the most watch event in 

history and FIFA has conjectured that 26 billion people collectively tuned into the World Cup.
39

 

My experience in Northern Uganda last summer attested to the importance of soccer in the 
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 Wyatt, Ben. "Could 2010 World Cup Final Be the Most Watched Event in History?" CNN 11 July 2010. 

"FIFA.com - Beaming 2010 to the World." FIFA.com - Fédération Internationale De Football Association (FIFA). 

2 June 2010. Web. <http://www.fifa.com/worldcup/archive/southafrica2010/news/newsid=1223134/>. 
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culture. The entire town of Gulu shut down when Ghana played. Meetings were canceled and the 

streets were empty; all were crowded around the scarce televisions sets or radios tuned into the 

match. The worldwide popularity of sporting events such as the World Cup are fantastic 

mediums for disseminating a message to large groups of people, as evidenced by the large sums 

of money necessary to sponsor or advertise during such events.
40

 Sport and development 

advocates have utilized this universal popularity by using sports as a platform to diffuse other 

information about health and education. On the other hand, it is important to recognize the many 

developmental aspects of sports and strong linkages that allowed sport and development space in 

the international agenda. 

 

Importance of Academic Space 

 

Despite the wide array of actors and global utilization, sport and development lacks credibility 

and a viable space within the academy. It is rare to find sports even mentioned in the fields that 

sport and development seeks to address, including health care, gender relations, and education. 

In fact, some of the only fields that even recognize the importance of play and sport in childhood 

development are fields that address development and growth such as Early Childhood Education 

and Sociology.  

 

These disciplines often lack much of the traction necessary to engender interest from scholars 

and funders, traction found in disciplines such as Economics. In spite of the cost effectiveness of 

                                                      
40

 Adidas paid $351 million to sponsor the 2010 and 2014 World Cups. For more information about sponsorship and 

the world cup, please see Business Management’s article, World Cup 2010: Getting the most from sponsorship   

(Humphries, Jodie. "World Cup 2010: Getting the Most from Sponsorship." Business Management 6 Aug. 2010. 

Web.) 
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sport, the fields of Economics and Public Policy have yet to fully explore the capacity of sport 

and play to reach development goals. Increasing interest in diverse academic disciplines is key to 

increasing the research capacity and legitimacy of the field of sport and development. Hopefully 

identifying the field within the Transnational Advocacy Network structure is just one of many 

attempts to put sport and development on the radar of academics. Academic participation in the 

field is crucial to increase the credible research necessary to empirically validate the 

effectiveness of sport and development.  

 

Importance of Research and Evaluation 

 

When studying sport and development, one thing becomes clear very quickly: there is a need for 

more empirical proof. Recently, there has been a considerable focus on monitoring and 

evaluation. In order to substantiate the claims made by sport and development enthusiasts, the 

field needs empirical data to prove that sports are in fact a viable method to reach development 

goals. Therefore professors such as Fred Coalter and organizations like Grassroot Soccer have 

heavily invested in their methods of evaluation and monitoring.
41

 

 

Grassroot Soccer is especially committed to research and development. They offer pre and post-

program surveys and are continually improving their program in light of evaluation data. In fact 

many other organizations have employed the Grassroot Soccer research and development 

techniques to provide technical assistance in areas such as training, curriculum development, 

monitoring, and evaluation (Grassroot Soccer).  

                                                      
41

 For more about these methods, see Coalter’s paper: Sport-in-Development A Monitoring and Evaluation Manual 

Grassroot Soccer: Educate. Inspire. Mobilize. Stop the Spread of HIV. Web. 12 Mar. 2011. 

<http://www.grassrootsoccer.org/>. 
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Grassroot Soccer’s strength in this area stems largely from their focus on evaluation since the 

very beginning. Of the initial starting money provided by the Gates Foundation, over a third of it 

was put into monitoring and evaluating the programs. When the organization’s founders returned 

the Gates Committee to present their progress report, the group was so impressed with the 

evaluations employed that they immediately designated more funds to the organization.  

 

Fortunately many other organizations have taken Grassroot Soccer’s lead and begun to focus on 

methods to empirically measure the impact of sport and development programs. Yet, because the 

field of sport and development is still so young, there is an acute shortage in longitudinal data. In 

a talk at Brown University entitled Grassroot Soccer and the Sport for Development Movement, 

the Co-Founder Krik Friedrich talked about the importance of more data in the field. He pointed 

out the lack of longitudinal studies and reported that Grassroot Soccer is now working to address 

this problem through follow-up surveys conducted give years following the program (Friedrich). 

These will show the organization if their programs were causing behavior change years in the 

future.  

 

Hopefully, the evaluation work of Grassroot Soccer will serve as an example to other supporters 

of sport and development. In order to gain credibility for the field, sport and development needs 

ways to empirically demonstrate their success. This further research would be greatly aided by 

the collaboration with academics. Just as the United Nations adopted the Sport for Development 

and Peace Office, academics need to adopt sport and development as a viable field. This would 

lead to more research on the topic and, just as importantly, an ability to reach across the isle to 
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other disciplines that address similar issues. In a manner similar to UNOSDP’s collaboration 

with UNHCR and UNICEF, the academic discipline of sport and development could reach out to 

the fields of Education, Health, Economics, Public Policy, Gender Studies, and Sociology. This 

joint collaboration would prove very valuable to progression of sport and development.  

 

Keep Collaborating  

 

Just as working with various academic disciplines provides valuable insights to the field of sport 

and development, collaboration between all the actors is absolutely essential. Thus far there has 

been a fair amount of collaboration aided by elements such as the international platform for sport 

and development. Also, there have been various conferences, such as the ISDPA Power of Sport 

Summit in Boston last summer, that bring sport and development advocates from around the 

globe to talk through strategies. 

 

While these methods are important and need to continue, there is still a need for further 

collaboration. The varying end goals sport and development enthusiasts strive for can sometimes 

hinder conversations. Some are working to eradicate taboos around disabilities using sports and 

others are teaching HIV prevention techniques though sporting language. However, working 

together despite the seemingly different objectives is crucial to improving the success of all 

organizations working with sport and development.  

 

As Glassco pointed out, the collaboration is to a point of sharing best practice strategies, yet all 

programs are not at this level. It is crucial for the larger, more established organizations to 
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continue to collaborate with smaller grassroots programs. Furthermore, it is not enough for just 

the networks of organizations to reach out to one another. Thus far the corporations have been a 

largely untapped resource. While some of the larger sporting ones such as Nike and FIFA have 

come forward on their own accord with sport and development objectives, there are many more 

corporations that could be very influential in furthering the field of sport and development. 

Corporations often have the capital to fund the type of research deemed necessary in studies, 

empirically legitimating the effects of sport and development.  

 

Finally, reaching out to academic institutions to encourage the incorporation of students and 

administrators in this movement can hold significant implications for the field. Along with aiding 

in the research mentioned earlier, academia provides a missing piece of the network .Getting 

young people excited about sport and development is absolutely vital to its continuation because 

it  encourages a new generation of leaders both on and off the field. 

 

Full Circle 

 

Riding up the cratered filled road on the back of a small motorcycle in Northern Uganda, my 

heart pattered with anticipation. I was revisiting the center and (hopefully) the netball courts I 

had built three years earlier. Would the netball courts have fallen into disarray or was there a tiny 

hope that children may still find value in them three years later? 

 

Pulling a sharp right into the dusty path that led to ChildVoice I saw them. Looming tall and 

proud amidst the otherwise flat landscape were the two netball courts, looking just as they did 
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the day I left. I entered the gates and hugged Winnie, the counselor at the center. ―Look at the 

netball courts!‖ she instructed me. ―We use them always. We think of you.‖ 

 

As the words left her mouth I watched three children wander over to the courts. The older two 

instructed the younger how to toss a ball larger than his head into the hoop above. The courts 

were kept in good condition, sport continued to bring value to the lives of those in the 

community far after my time there was finished.  

 

These courts, still well kept and used daily, made me feel instantly at home despite my hiatus 

away from Uganda. Adolf Orgu, former special advisor to the UN Secretary General on Sport for 

Development and Peace, beautifully describes the ability of sport to bring different groups 

together and make outsiders feel at home. ―Sport helps us demonstrate, in our pursuit of 

betterment, that there is more than unites us than divides us‖ (United Nations Sport for 

Development and Peace). 
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Appendix A: Crucial Terms 

 
For the purposes of this paper, I will use the United Nations Inter-agency Taskforce on Sport for 

Development and Peace definition of sport, ―all forms of physical activity that contribute to 

physical fitness, mental well-being and social interaction, such as play, recreation, organized or 

competitive sport, and indigenous sports and games‖ (UN Interagency Taskforce: 2003).  

For clarity, I will define development as pertaining to the eight characteristics/goals laid out by 

The International Working Group on Sport for Development and Peace. These characteristics 

are: individual development, health promotion and disease prevention, promotion of gender 

equality, social integration and development of social capital, peace building and conflict 

prevention/resolution, post disaster/trauma relief and normalization of life, economic 

development, and communication and social mobilization (UNOSDP).   

 

As Sport and development emerges as a field, there are few sources available that document its 

growth. I will look at the rise of sport and development within the framework of Transnational 

Advocacy Network and Social Movement Theory. Margaret E. Keck and Kathryn Sikkink define 

Transnational Advocacy Networks as ―networks of activists, distinguishable largely by their 

centrality of principled ideals or values in motivating their formation‖ (Keck, 1). According to 

this definition, the field of sport and development can be described as a Transnational Advocacy 

Network. Therefore, I will analyze sport and development and the influential organization called 

Right to Play through a TAN lens. Keck and Sikkink also draw upon social movement literature, 

asserting that many of these theories apply to the rise of TANs as well. For this reason, I will 
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also evaluate sport and development by exploring social science theories about the rise of 

successful social movements without ever claiming that sport and development is a movement in 

itself.  
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